From: Friends of Democracy, Inc. 

• IBS Park Avenue 
Bfew York City 
SfiJrr&y Hill S-482C 

Per Immediate Release, May 26, 1941 

A* M. Birkhead, national director ®$ Friends of Democracy, Ine. 
today called upon Congressman A. J » Sabbath to press for public heaav 
lags t® investigate ell American manufacturers ©f ear materials who 
are paying royalties on manufacturing processes to German firms. 

Birkhead said he became convinced Cash action was necessary 
chon he learned that the Rohm. and Baas gseiapaay of Philadelphia had 
made application to the War Department for a certificate of necessi- 
ty Which would permit it to expand plant facilities at government 
expense. . 

Boha & Baas, Birkhead said, is paying royalties to Germany for 
a manufacturing process used on all airplanes^ in our combined air force. 

•The German Govamment , * Birkhead. mid,, "is sharing in the profits 
of our defense program, and our defease program is made necessary only 
because Germany is determined upon world conquest.* 

The full text of Birkhead * s telegram to Rep. Sabbath follows: 

"last week you Inserted in the Congressional Record an expose appearing 
in the current issue of Click Jfegaxiae. The' story told how Hitler gets a 
eat ©n every bomber produced for our combined air forces, gets it through 
his control of the basic plexlglas patents held in this country by Rohm k 
Haas of Philadelphia. 

It has just some to our attention that less than a week after you 
brought the matter up before Congress, the War Department made public the 



feet that Rohm & Maas Gei^any has made application for Halted Starts tax ■ 
money to finance farther expansion of their business--® business which ■ 
directs a constant stream of revenue t® iermaay. This application made 
under Section 124 ©f the Second Revenue Act of 1940, was made public in a 
War Bepartaent release of Ifay 20, 1941. 

©is facts you had inserted in the Oosgressional Record were «haav< «g 
enough, fhat the Rohm & Haas Company, after feeing publicly exposed fey 
feoth a national magazine and fey yourself, should hare the arrogance to 
apply for new American funds is a challenge to this democracy. 

In the name of friends of Democracy and millions of Americans we call 
upon you to halt this Hitler raid on the national defease funds of this 
country in the only way such raids can fee halted — fey turning the merciless 
light of publicity on the entire scandal* We call upon you to press for 
immediate public hearings — at which not only the actions of Rohm & T fasmt 
feut of other similar corporations will fee aired and exposed to the ^Saerieaa 
people in their lame light. 

la exposing the means fey which Rohm A Haas pay royalties to Hitler you 
and the editors of Click hare performed a great service. ' It is oar firm 
belief that if you act now you can stop this new attest of Rohm A to 
make further inroads on the Halted States Treasury. Remember— on every bomber 
nose and gun blister shell Rohm & Haas sells to the Army and Havy, on every 
ounce of plastic binder Rohm A Haas sells to airplane manufacturer, 
gets his cut. An expanded Rohm A Baas plant — expanded with funds furnished 
fey the people of Aaerica under J; action 124 of the Second Revenue Act of 1940— 
will add to the revenues and the power of Hitler and the jfezi scourge. 

It is in your hands, Congressman Sabbath, to stop this Kami raid,” 

Y L M. Birkhead 

national director 
friends of Democracy. Inc. 



